McDonnell Takes Aim at Illegal Immigration- Hopes to Work With General Assembly in '08
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HARRISONBURG - Attorney General Bob McDonnell says he expects legislators to make progress on immigration issues if Republicans maintain control of the General Assembly.

This despite the fact that nearly all of the bills on the issue were defeated in the last General Assembly session.

"I am not pleased that more was not done in the General Assembly,"

McDonnell said during a wide-ranging interview at the Daily News-Record on Thursday. He was in Harrisonburg to endorse local Republican candidates in the Nov. 6 election, and to take his daughter Rachel out to dinner for her 19th birthday. She is a student at James Madison University.

Election Key
GOP leaders have renewed their commitment to make headway on immigration reform.

The ability of Republicans to push their proposals to reign in illegal immigration depends largely on the results of the Nov. 6 election.

All 140 seats of the General Assembly are up for election.

Political analysts and legislative insiders generally agree that Democrats could take back the Senate. Analysts, though, say it is unlikely that the GOP will lose control of the House of Delegates.

Supports Local Enforcement
McDonnell has been critical of federal immigration policy and how current law hamstrings local and state police when it comes to their ability to enforce immigration laws.

McDonnell makes a distinction between illegal immigrants who are otherwise obeying the law and those who are here illegally and violating state laws. He said his focus is on the latter, whom he dubbed "criminal illegal aliens."

In particular, he supports a GOP proposal that would require local sheriff's offices to determine a person's legal status when brought to the jail on state criminal charges.

If the person is not legally in the country, then the sheriff's office would seek authority to hold them and notify the Immigration Customs Enforcement agency.

The Virginia Crime Commission this week announced a proposal that would create a facility that would be used exclusively to hold illegal immigrants charged with a crime.

McDonnell, said he does not oppose legal immigration.

"We need a lot of people from other countries to be able to come here and sustain the incredible economic growth, particularly here in Virginia," he said.

But, he said, ways exist for the immigrants to be here legally.

To ignore the rules on immigration "goes against everything that we believe in America."

